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An Imparnal Account of the FIRES of 


Mong the ſeyeral other Curſed ways ard means, 
whereby-the Pap:/ts have endeavoured to enflave 


this Nation, they have uſed: none more often, 
than this of Firing, Towns ,and Cities; and among the reſt, 
this Famous City of London. has had the unhappineſs to. 
taſte moſt ſeverely of their Burning Malice and Fury, 

For beſides the Burning of- London in 1666, which was 
ſo apparently. difcovered to the Parliament then in being 
by the Voluntary Confefſion of Rebert Havert a French- 
22an, Who Fired the Bakers Houſe in Padding-lane, and 
whoſe Conſcience was 1o ftarttled ar the vaſt Deſolati- 
ons and Ruines he had occaſioned thereby, that he vo- 
luntarily confeſſed the fam ,* for which he was cYeſer- 
vedly Executed, and the abundant Teſtimony of others 
to confirm the ſame ; and among the reſt, one Mr. L:ghr 
of Ratcliff., Informed the Committee of the Houfe of 
Commons, that having diſcourſe wich one Mr Richard 
Langhors. of. the Inner-Templ; Barriſter ,. reputed a zea- 
lous. Papit, about Febraary before the Burning of London, 
Mr Langhorn took him by the hand, and ſaid to him, Tow 
expci great things in Sixty Six, and think that Rome will 
be deftroyed, but what if it be London 4 which is a plain 
demonſtration of their intended Damnable- deſign, and-+ 
this is that very. Langhoru who. was laſt Executed for. - 
Conſpiring the death of the King, and the overthrow. of the. 
Proteſtant Religion and Gove-nment, ' . \, Z [ 

They. ftilk proceeded to perpetrate more Horrid Miſ- 
chiefs and Villanies both in Southwark, and other places. 
Country; and- this.they have done. by. ſeveral ways and 
Methods, Rs | 
* As the Firing of Zonagn in. 1666 , was effected, by Fire- 
balls put at the end of 'a Pole, and fo thruſt in at a hole 
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or window; and ſometimes by flinging the ſaid Fire 
balls and other Combaſtible Matter into Cellers through the 
Bars or Grates of Houſes, and thus was that Great Fire 
in Southwark effefted, which Burnr down fo many hun- 
 dred Houſes ; and by raking opportunity of the Conſter- 
nation and Hurry of the People, they ftole their goods 
as well as burnt their Houſes, carrying away from Soxth- 
wark to Som:rſet-houſe , their place of Rendezvous , the 
value of Four thouſand pounds in Money and Goods, and 
in the fire of London above ſixteen Thouſand pounds value, 

They till continued their Burning, as at Wapping , 
where there were abundance of Hoxſes burnt; at the 
Tewple 1n white-Frzers , St. Pauls Church-yard, Fetter- 

_ lane, neer Nw Inne, Ship yard, Sonthampton- Buildings , 
' at the Watcr-houſe, in the Minories; and many other 
places; endeavouring by all - manner of ways to 1mpo- 
veriſh and deftroy this Noble City. 

Another way of firing rhey had; by throwing F ire-balls if 
at Glaſs-windows, as they did at a _ -ſmiths Houſe in 
Black- Friers. Another was by ſetting their own Lodgings 
on Fire, as the Freneh Man in S$hoe-laye did in the time 
of the Burning of London: and as ſome' others did at Saf- 
fron-hill a while after. © Another way was by hiring Cellers 
in dangerous places, and then "filling rhem with Comby- 
ftible Matter and firing them 3' which was one of the 
ways that they adviſed me to pra8tice. Another was by 
firing Hay-lefts , as they did in Smith-field once or twice. 
Another was by Strangers pretending to come of Errands 
to Lndgings and Chambers: 'and in this manner - was the 
laſt dreadful Fire in the Temple, 

Another way was by getting into empty Hoſes , and 
ſetting them on Fire : and this was dove in Budge-Row 
in Loydon. Another 'was by creeping into Back-yards 5 
and. firing ſtacks of Bavins, Reeds, or ſuch like ſtaff; and 
this was pratticed ar Lim:-hoyſe. : Another way was by 
going into Viltaaling-huuſes, and leaving trains of Gau- 

owder behind them for firing; and this was done at a 


Cooks 1n Fetter-lane , and alſo in Southwark, Another way 
AS was 


. —_— = e——_—— __ —— 


(4) 
was by confederating with the Sey24nts in Hoxſes., and by 
this means one Elizabeth Oxly having dwelt a ſhort time- 
with one Mr. Bird , an Attarney in Fetter-lane , took the: 
opportnity when all the Family was in Bed, toſirea large: 
Preſs in his Cloſer , wherein were Papers and: Writings 
kept ;: and a while- after ran. up, to. her, Maſter: and told 
him the Hogſe was on fire; and then running down ſhe 
tet in the Watch: But it being obſerved: that her Cloths, 
were pack'd up, and giving ſeveral other marks of ſu-.. 
ſpicion , ſhe was charged to. be acceflary to it ; and after 
a ſmall-time of Examination the confeſted the fame, de- 
claring that ſhe was hired-to do it by one Mr. S:#bbs., 
who engaged to. give her Five poxnds for doing the ſame: 
Upon this Sz4bbs was ſearched tor and taken, who con- 
felled that it was true, that he had perſwaded her to.do 
it ., and was. to give her Five Gxinncys. to perform it, be- 
ſides Five Shillings which he had given her before-hand 
and faid further , that- one Father Gifford (the ſame Per= 
ſon whom I was to have aſſiſted in tuch w:cked Praftices, 
and was his. Coxfefſor ) had engaged him in the buſinels, 
by telling him it was no fin at-all: to fire. the Hoxſes of 
Hereticks ; and that the ſajd' Gifford had promiſed him a, 
Hundred poxnd for the fame, telling him he ſhould have 


' the Money from the Charch. He alſo. declared that he 


uſed. to.meet the ſaid Giford and: two other Perſons in 
St. ames's-Fields, in the dark of the Evening, to conſult 
of theſe matters. EVO © 

_ And. in. order to make theſe Fires more deſtructive and- 
ruinous:, - they choſe out the moſt cloſe -and. dangerous. 
places to begin their Yi/tany, and gave inſtruttions to. 


| their curſed Accomplices accordingly, as.among old Houſes. 


and .Sheds,, where En ines cannot play; and to fire Wa- 
ter-bouſes , andtioget the New River Water ſtopp'd duxing. 
that time the Fire, continued.. To have ſome of. their 
Friends about the Fire, who migkt.perſwade. the Jſags- 
frrates to blow up Hoeſes, where. it.was-not neceffary, 
or.rathcr, where it might do more. harm than good, by 
opening a pallage tg 8c Fire, To haye others of the Par, 

PE co x Oi or oe ann Tarr, eras 


[5-2 

ty, who under pretence of helping to quench the- Fire-; 
may throw their Fire-balls to increaſe it in the: Houſes 
next adJoyning, and to break down the Roofs of. the W:u- 
aows to It in the Fire more eaſily. To have ſome others 
attending, who ſhould cry out againſt the French and 
Pap:ſts ; and ſhould mightily piry the People, theroby ink 
linuating themſelyes ſo as to be truſted with the removing 
of Goods, - and fo take the opportunity of ſtealing and 
cheating them of their Goods ; and ſometimes to.fire Heyſes 
at a diſtance, as they find opportunity. And laſtly, To ob- 
ſerve the Wind and Tide in all their Attempts: as alid Froſts 
and very dry Seaſons; and to choſe Sundays for doing their 
Work, becauſe thenthere 1s little Water to be-had. By theſe 
wretched Courſes have they endeavoured to advance their 
carſed Intereſt : And let us not be too fecure, for noqueſtion 
the Plot, though in part diſcovered,yet is ſtill going on, and 
theſe are are not the laſt Fires we myſt expect ; and. ifthe 
Great Deſign do not miſcarry , they hope. to: have our Blad 
too, by Maſſacring us in the-hurry and confuſion that dread- 
ful Fires uſually put People unto. 

But to proceed to what is of my own knowledge, It was. 
my chance to-be at Paris in the Month of 74ne 1676, at the 
Engliſh Cenvent of Benedittine Monks, with whom, upon di- 
vers occaſions , 1had much ingratiated- my ſelf, .ſo that 
they made me one of their Coxfidents; among other Diſ> 
courſes, they talked af a great Deſign carrying on , For - 
ſubverting the Proteſtant Religion, and.introducing Popery into. 
Enzland. They fell to debate the ſeyeral ways and means 
preparatary to-it, and what methods were beſt to. be uſed 
to accompliſh it ; but becauſe they did,nothing withour- 
advice of their Fellow-Traytors in England,, one of. them.. 
produced divers Letters from London; wherein there were 
feyeral particulars concerning the Firing: of the City and” 
Suburbs of Londex z and many other of the chief -Gities and : 
Towns. in England. And it was concluded by them: that 
the moſt effeEtual means to make way for their Deſign., 
was to weaken and ruin the (aid City of Lo9ndoy z and ſume 


of them wickedly gaye God. thanks. that rheir a £4 
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thatnature had ſucceeded ſo well already ; and that though 
it were ſo nobly and unexpeRedly re-builr, yet many of 
the Inhabitants ſtill felt the effects of that Deſolation, 

After this and much more diſcourſe of this kind, which 
was managed with great zeal and earneſtneſs, they at laſt 
asked me, Whether [ would aſſiſt them in carrying on this 
buſineſs, as I had done before in the other part ? To which 
I ſeem'd readily to conſent, . pretending that 1 was able 
to be very ſerviceable to them in it, as being very well 
acquainted with all parts of the City of London, and could 
therefore dire them to thoſe places where the greateſt 
miſchief was like to be done; and thatI had knowlege 
alſo of ſeveral of the Chief and moſt Trading Towns in 
England, whereby I was in a Capacity to manage ſuch af- 
fairs with more ſecurity and ſucceſs than any other man ; 
by ſuch diſcourſes as theſe , they were ſo well ſatisfied 
of my Abilities in this kind, That it was agreed amongft 
them, that I ſhould go for Ergland, and ſhould there be 
joyned with Father Gifford beforc-mentioned, for the car- 
rying on theſe Burninz Attempts... This Facher G:ford was 
a 7eſait, and as f underſtood by the Letters [ had ſeen, he 
was one of thoſe that was very Active in carrying on the 
Dreaaful Fire in London, in the year 1666, and alſo: ( as 
they Reported) the Great Fire in Southwark, which Fire 
happened not above a Month before we had the forego- 
ing Diſcourſe together, and that he had attempted to Fire 
divers other places at ſeveral times, though he had mil- 
fed in the performance of it. Sap 

At this great Conſulcation of the Bexedifines, ſeveral 
Letters were produced, as is mentioned before, ail renfling 
to the way and manner of burning the City of London and 
its Suburbs, and ſeveral other Towns in England, and they 
were very earneſt with me. that as ſoon as | came ro Eng= 
land 1 ſhould be very careful and diligent, in Executing 
the ſame ; and that I ſhould receive all neccffary Orders, 
Encouragement, and Supplies, to put me into a Capacity 
of Carrying things on, I afterwards went into Spun, and 
continuing there ſome time, I came at letigth to London, 
which 
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which was inthe Year 1658; and a while after there was 
a Conſultation held by Gifford and ſeveral orher Prieſts 
and Jeſuits, for Carrying on the buſineſs of Firing; which 
Conſults they uſually kept every Week upon thar Ac- 
Count, 


In this Meeting it was reſolved , That Wapping and Lime Houſe 
ſhould be firſt Fired, by that means if pofible to burn the Veſſels and 
Ships in the River of Thames. To which end ſeveral of thoſe thar 
were at this Conſultation, were to be aſlifting there, ſome by Land, 
and others by Water, who were to fire thoſe Ships thar lay fartheſt 
from Land, and ro cur the Cables of Ships, that they mighr fall foul 
one upon another; and in purſuir of this, Lime Houſe was really fi- 
red, rhoughir had not that diſmal Effect which they expected, ſome 
of rhe Confpirators having faled of being preſent there ro manage ir. 
Afrer this G:fford and my telf went upon the Thames ſeveral nights, 
and efpectally abour London Bride, to rake exact notice of the loweſt 
Rooms, Cellars, and Windows, and whar Places were filled with 
the moſt Combuſtible ſtuff, whereby they mighr have opportunity ro 
burn down the Bridge, which they thoughr would be moſt eafie ro 
Effect ar the time of High-Water, when they mighr bring a Boar a]- 
moſt equal with thoſe Windows and Cellers, - and thereby more 
Convemtently throw in their Fire Bals ; there was alſo mention made -. 
of firing the Towe. of London, but. Father Harcourt (who was lately. 
Execu ul Hign 1reaſon,) told them, that they 'were affared of 
thar place within, and therefore adviſed rhe preſerving of it, as be-. 
ing for their Benefit and adyantage. Frres- $1901 


Briefly, | for near a' year before I difcovered this damna-. . 
ble Deſign, I was imployed by all ways and means imagl- 
nable;, ' to endeavour the ſetting a Fire London,. and other 

laces ; and the chief management of all. their 1ntregues: - 
of this kind, was committed to my Conduct, but the 
eſaits were to be my Overſeers, that | might not want 
Combuſtible Matter ſufficient to carry on the Work ; and | 
in Az-#ft laſt I deſigned to take ſeveral Cellers and Ware- 
houſes, where I might ſtow Coats, Wood, and other things 
fit for our uſe , of all which 1 bought feveral quantities, 
and-alſo ſeveral Barrels of Gun powder , which I ordered 
to be placed in ſeveral parts of the © ity and Suburbs: As | 


for Example , At my own Lodgings in Eſſex Garden , * _- 
ack=- : 


